
Millstone Township Public Schools
Millstone Township, New Jersey

A meeting of the Millstone Township Board of Education was held on Monday August 23,
2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the Millstone Township Middle School Media Center.  Notice of the
meeting had been made in compliance with PL. 1975, CH. 231 the Open Public Meetings Act,
to the Asbury Park Press, Trenton Times, and Township Clerk and posted at each school.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Cyndie Bailey, President.

A. Sunshine Law Statement – Presiding Officer’s Statement
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law of New Jersey, P.L. 1975,
CH. 231, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2021,
by sending notification to the:

1.                  Asbury Park Press
2.                  Trenton Times
3.                  Posting at each district school
4.                  Township Clerk

B. Pledge of Allegiance

C. Roll Call

Present: Absent:

Cynthia Bailey Billy Hanson
Christine Reese John Saxton
Mark McLafferty
Amrita Singh (via video)
Angela Munoz
Pete Bonafide
Ted Filis

Also present:

Dr, Christopher Huss, Superintendent
Mr. Bernard Biesiada, Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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II. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Reese moved the following:

WHEREAS, Chapter 231, PL. 1975, also known as the Open Public Meetings Act,
authorizes a public body to meet in executive private session under certain limited
circumstances, and,

WHEREAS, said law requires the Board to adopt a resolution at a public meeting before it
can meet in such an executive or private session, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT:

A. That it does hereby determine that it is necessary to meet in executive session on
August 23, 2021, to discuss matters involving:

1. Legal

2.      Personnel

3.      Negotiations

B. That the matters discussed will be made public if and when confidentiality is no
longer required and action pursuant to said discussion would take place at a public
meeting.

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Munoz and approved by unanimous voice vote of those
present.
Motion carried.
At 6:31 p.m., Mr. Bonafide moved to adjourn Executive session.  The motion was seconded
by Mr. McLafferty and approved by unanimous voice vote of those present.
Motion carried and the meeting was returned to public session.

III. REPORT OF BOARD SECRETARY Mr. Biesiada

Mr. McLafferty moved the following:

A. Business Administrator/Board Secretary Report

B. That the Board approve the minutes from the Board of Education meeting, July 26,
2021.
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Filis.  Mr. Bonafide abstained.  The motion was approved by
unanimous voice vote of those remaining.
Motion carried.

C.     Old Business

D.     New Business

IV. ADMINISTRATORS REPORTS Dr. Huss

A. Superintendent’s Report

1. Reopening Plans for September 2021

Dr. Huss reported the following:

As we have intended since the beginning of summer, our reopening plan is to have all schools open
for full days of instruction - every day-  with as few disruptions to learning as possible. This continues to be our
plan and we expect to have final details available by the end of this week.

We have been consulting with medical experts and legal counsel regarding the mask mandate included in
Executive Order 251 and eagerly awaiting guidance from the NJ Department of Health regarding close
contacts and quarantine timelines before finalizing our plans.

At this time, it is our intention to comply with Executive Order 251 which requires all staff, students, and
visitors to wear masks while inside school buildings. This decision is based on numerous factors including the
following:

Wearing masks is the recommendation of a panel of medical experts from CentraState with whom I
met last week, the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and our local school physician.
It is our legal obligation as a public school to cooperate fully with administrative orders and failure to do
so could possibly compromise insurance coverage with health-related matters and potential lawsuits
as well as initiate consequences from the NJ Department of Education. In addition, we do not have
local discretion on the implementation of statewide executive orders.
Currently, Monmouth County is classified as having a high rate of Covid-19 transmission as is the
entire Central East Region of the state which Millstone is a part of. This includes an increase in the
number of daily reported cases among school-aged children.
And perhaps most importantly, the recently released NJ Department of Health guidelines provide
quarantine exemptions in any and all instances when all individuals are wearing masks. This means
that students who are in close contact with another individual who tests positive for Covid-19 will not
have to quarantine or be excluded from school if masks are being worn. This is a monumental change
from last year’s guidance when wearing a mask did not come with this added benefit.This updated
guidance will most likely prevent us from having to close a school or shut down entire classes for two
weeks as we had to do several times last year. It is also hoped and anticipated that this will  greatly
improve the mental health of our students and families by ending the back and forth between in-person
learning and virtual instruction and providing consistency throughout the year.Again, this exception to
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quarantines and school exclusions is only possible if and when all students are wearing masks while
indoors. Therefore, it is an important factor in our decision making and the formulation of our
reopening plans.

It is anticipated that there will be exceptions in our reopening plan for individuals who need mask breaks due
to extreme heat, difficulty breathing, or general health inhibition. However, these exceptions will be short-term,
temporary, and granted on an as-needed basis. Excepitions will not be applied on a schoolwide or districtwide
level and they will be monitored closely to ensure they do not compromise our ability to avoid quarantines and
school closures as keeping schools open every day for as many students as possible is our primary goal. In
addition, during his press conference today, Governor Murphy himself stated that districts who look to apply
exceptions too liberally will not be taken lightly and appropriate actions will be taken.

Finally, our plans for meeting the instructional needs of students who are excluded from school as a result of
being affected with Covid-19 or as a close contact will include daily contact with certified teachers. This will be
accomplished through individualized home instruction and/or interaction with classes through live streaming
and will depend on the number of students affected, the age of the students, and the availability of the
students to attend to instruction. It’s important to reiterate that we now anticipate a much smaller number of
quarantined students than during last school year because of the updated Department of Health guidance.

Again, the final details of our reopening plan will be made available as soon as possible through our district’s
ListServ distribution system and our webpage.

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA  AS PER BOARD BYLAW 0167

The following public comments were made:

Dana Corneau, a resident of 408 Millstone Road who is a parent of a 5th grade student, a
Junior in High School and a 4th grade teacher in district said is is her job as a parent to discuss
mask wearing and as a teacher the mask mandate is super important to uphold.  The roller coaster
of virtual/in person learning was not easy.  If you weren’t a teacher, you have no idea what teacher’s
went through.  It is important to have continuing education without interruption.

Christine Rodriguez, a resident of Mink Hollow Lane said she is a parent and substitute
teacher spoke of her fear, the virus and our freedom and it can be divisive.  She wants students to
be in school full time.  Masks are not perfect, but one of the best defenses against the virus. She
spoke of family in health care and that hospitals have no more beds and she urges everyone to
uphold the mask mandate

Anna Ceilinback, a resident of 4 Cheryl Lane said she can’t believe we are here again,
masking our kids.  No one is talking about the effects of the kids.  She spoke of Mr. Bakers email
stating masks don’t affect learning.  Her daughter recorded something to present and she is scared
to have a mask on.  Her daughter couldn’t hear her teacher and her daughter had to figure it out.
Her daughter gets yelled at as the mask goes down on her face.  The masking is hurting our kids
and they are scared of each other.  It made her daughter have anxiety. If it truly saved lives, we
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wouldn’t have gotten death threats and been called killers.

Joan Riley, a resident of 178 Stillhouse Rd. spoke of the Board of Ed meeting at Upper Freehold and
the right to wear or not wear a mask.  She spoke of the common core math that sucks and listening
to experts that we are listening to, the CDC was caught lying.  She spoke of anti-bullying and that
she feels like she is being bullied.  She said we need to stand up to the Governor for what is right
and she spoke of the numbers in schools in the South of Covid cases.  She said she has heard of 1
or 2 being closed but not 100’s.  She spoke of bacteria infection on her face from her mask and her
expert said to spray her mask.

Debbie Riley, a resident of 3 Pittenger Court feels there are detrimental effects of the mask wearing
and her daughter has a speech impediment and the mask wearing has caused her to go backwards
in her learning.  Her older daughter has rashes when she wears her mask.  She spoke of
parent/child choice and if one child wore it and the others didn’t they wouldn't protect them.  She said
it even applies to Governor Murphy being in Italy and in pictures he wasn’t wearing a mask.

Chris Huneke, a resident of 21 Huneke Way is 4th generation and knew it was going to be a clown
show.  His wife had to quit her $150 thousand job to educate their children.

Brian Dawson, a resident of 2 Blue Spruce Ct. spoke of being out all Summer with  no masks and it
should be a 100% parent choice.

Jillian Hixenbaugh said she is hopeful that her students in district can breathe and the anxiety and
bacteria from wearing a mask. She said the bacteria from hands sometimes get in the body and
other times it does not.

Gary Dorfman, the mayor of Millstone, spoke of lowering masks and the politicalization of Covid is
disgusting. He spoke of being contacted about being overruled by the Governor.  The Township will
put forth a resolution affirming the rights of parents.  He spoke of voting being important and masking
is being decided in Trenton.  He urged residents to remember this during elections.

Al Ferro said a Township Committeeman does not have the power to change.  They are doing to
adopt a resolution to stop taking away parental rights as rights and fundamental freedoms are being
attached.  When do we take a step back and look at the rights being taken away.  It’s the rights of
parents and guardians to make decisions for their children.

Natalie Biello, a resident of 8 Walcott Ct thanked the Board and said she has 1 child in district that
has an IEP.  She could not ask for anything better for her child during this difficult situation.  She
spoke of why she is wearing a mask and she believes the intent is to keep kids in school and she
appreciates that.

Catherine Lugo, a resident of 112 Baird Rd spoke of her son in Special Ed at the Middle school and if
there is a plan in place and is asking for at least a choice to wear masks. She said what is the plan
and the suicide rate is higher than Covid and her sons live in anxiety. She asked if there was a
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pediatrician to speak on masks and requested a resolution to be passed for a choice.

Gina Crane, a resident of 4 Agress Rd. said she is here to help her friends and support the freedom
of choice.  She spoke of Governor Murphy not being a doctor and she quoted articles about the size
of particles and what masks catch.  She said mental health is an issue and quoted a German study
and the results regarding mask wearing.

Carol Thompson, a resident of 4 Carrol Ct. spoke of the idiot in Trenton and mask mandates. She
asked if we could use partitions and not wear masks.  She said she can understand if kids are in
close proximity to each other.  She spoke of the cafeteria and outside.

Ken Thaier, a resident of 7 Lyle Farm Lane is a parent and attorney.  He spoke of Executive order
251 and encouraged all parents to download it and read it.  He spoke of exemptions and that they
don’t have to wear a mask and children don’t either and it is very ambiguous and sides on the user.
He spoke of subsections and if the child is having trouble breathing, they can remove.  He spoke of
performing a task and gave examples of tasks and that the exemption would apply.

Lisa Mosroso, a resident of 106 Meadow Court had a lot of contact with Dr. Huss.  She spoke of
questions on close contact and quarantine. She asked if a child is on the playground unmasked,
what happens with quarantine.  She spoke of her daughter having headaches and she stopped
drinking water.  She spoke to her teacher and they started taking masks breaks and she developed a
tic and started chewing masks.  She spoke of supporting mask wearing but did not believe it.  If
mask wearing keeps kids in school, she supports it, but how are kids gonna get breaks. Are we
masking outside and in gym and lunch?

Michelle, a resident of 2 Turtle Clan Court, spoke of the science behind masks.  She spoke of the
restrictions on the data and that it is not accurate.  What is the end game?  Everyone can get the
vaccine but now can get Covid and transmit even with masks.

Tara Zabrowsky, a resident of 99 Baird Rd. spoke of the types of masks and her workplace and
protocols.  She spoke of how the kids wear masks and it cannot be confirmed that masks block
anything.

Erica Castello, a resident of 520 Stagecoach Rd. continued to read Gina Crane’s information.  There
has been unlawful medical research without informed consent.  She spoke of additional mask
research and still the USA has a personal choice.  Say no to Governor Murphy and she quoted Ben
Franklin and giving up liberty does not deserve liberty.

Dr. Huss spoke of the decision making for all and then spoke of the quarantine rules.

There were no more public comments.
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VI. PERSONNEL

Mrs. Munoz moved the following:

A. Action Items
On the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board consider the
following proposed motions:

1. That the Board approve the following appointment according to the procedures
set for in NJSA 18A:6-7 et seq for the following personnel, approval pending
statutory requirements for the 2021-2022 Year:

Name Position Salary/Stipend Effective Account

a.Lyndsay Infante Elementary School;
Non-Instructional; Cafe

Step 1, $13.67/hr*;
2.5 hrs/day up to 5
hours day;
170 days

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-000-262-107-060-00-0

b.Mackenzie
Jacobs

Elementary School;
Instructional aide

Step 1, Degree 3;
$17,215*

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-000-217-100-060-00-0

c.Melissa
Cignarella

Elementary School;
Non-Instructional; Cafe

Step 1, 13.67/hr*;
2.5 hrs/day up to 5
hours day;
170 days

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-000-262-107-060-00-0

d.Howard Fallon Transportation;
Bus Driver

$21.27/hour;
6.5 hours/day;
180 days

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-000-270-160-000-02-B

e.Renata Bralla Child Study Team;
School Social Worker

MA, Step 1;
$62,615*

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-000-219-104-080-01-0
11-000-219-104-060-01-0
11-000-219-104-040-01-0

f.Stuart Faunce Middle School;
Physical
Education/Health

(fr) BA, Step 1;
$59,115*

(to) MA, Step 1:
$62,615*

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-130-100-101-040-01-0

g.Janae
DeLaurentis

Primary School;
Art Teacher

MA, Step 10;
$67,290*

September 1, 2021-
June 30, 2022

11-120-100-101-080-01-0

*per negotiated contract
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2. That the Board approve the attached 2021 Summer Professional Development
expenses #6.

3. That the Board approve the following leave for the 2021-2022 School Year:

Name Position Leave Effective

a.Erin Lamirande Primary School;
First Grade

NJFLA December 15, 2021-
March 8, 2022

Unpaid March 9, 2022-
April 12, 2022

b.Carissa Bachmann Primary School;
Second Grade

FMLA October 4, 2021-
December 17, 2021

4. That the Board accept, with regret, for the purpose of retirement the follow
personnel:

Name Position Effective

Marnel Winn Primary School;
School Social Worker

December 1, 2021

5. That the Board accept the resignation of the following personnel:

Name Position Effective

a.Alana Lant Primary School;
Art Teacher, 60%

August 5, 2021

b.Christine Von Schmidt Central Office;
Accounts Payable

September 30, 2021

c.Erik Johnson Buildings & Grounds;
Electrician

September 16, 2021

6. That the Board approve the following Professional Development for the
2021-2022 School Year:

Date Submitted Name Workshop/Location Dates Cost

July 29, 2021 Meredith Weibel International Dyslexia
Association

October 21,22,
23, 2021

$579.00
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Conference/Virtual

7. That the Board approve the following appointment according to procedures set
forth in NJSA 18A:6-7 et seq for the following personnel for the 2021-2022
School Year:

Name Position Salary Effective Account #

Susan Dowd

Home Instruction Per Negotiated
Contract;

Up to 10 hours a
week

2021-2022
School
Year

11-150-100-101-000-00-C

Home Instruction Per Negotiated
Contract;

Up to 3 hours a day

2021-2022
School
Year

11-150-100-101-000-00-C

8. That the Board approve the attached Memorandum of Understanding between
the Millstone Township Board of Education and the Millstone Township
Education Association for the period July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2024.

9. That the Board approve the attached Addendum to the Memorandum of
Understanding between the Millstone Township Board of Education and the
Millstone Township Education Association for the period July 1, 2021 through
June 30, 2024.

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Reese and approved by unanimous roll call
vote of those present.
Motion carried.

B. Old Business

C. New Business

VII. CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION Mrs. Reese

Mrs. Reese moved the following:

A. Action Items
On the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board consider the
following proposed motions:
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1. That the Board approve the District Professional Development Plan (PDP) for
the 2021-2022 School Year.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Bonafide and approved by unanimous voice vote of those
present.
Motion carried.

B. Old Business

C. New Business

VIII. POLICY Mr. Saxton

A. Action Items

B. Old Business

C. New Business
D.

IX. UFRSD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT Mr. Hanson

A. UFRSD Agenda for August 18, 2021

B. UF Representative Report for August 18, 2021

X. OPERATIONS Mr. Bonafide

Mr. Bonafide moved the following:

A. Action Items (Budgeted)

1. That the Board approve the payment of the following bills in the
amounts listed and to attach a complete copy of these bills to the
minutes of this meeting:

a. Regular checks July 22, 2021 through August 19, 2021, totaling
$1,035,008.94.

b. Manual checks for July 1, 2021 through July 31, 2021 totaling
$3,026,122.67.
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2. That the Board ratify budget transfers for June pursuant to
N.J.S.A 18A:22-8.1 and N.J.A.C. 6:20-2A.10.  The attached list of
transfers includes transfers in excess of $2,500 in compliance with
Policy 6422.

3. That the Board accept the Board Secretary and Cash reports
for the month of June and certification, after closure, and direct
that they be attached to and made part of the minutes of this
meeting.

Account Cash Balance Appropriation Balance Fund Balance

10 General Current Expense Fund 6,133,719.11 0.00 6,455,198.45

11 Current Expense N/A 2,526,718.07 N/A

12 Capital Outlay N/A 103,962.90 N/A

Capital Reserve 2,496.04 N/A N/A

20 Special Revenue Fund 39,424.91 239,006.07 N/A

30 Capital Projects Fund 547,929.85 0.00 533,711.15

40 Debt Service Fund 0.22 0.00 13,988.43

60 Enterprise (Cafeteria) Fund 191,505.23 N/A N/A

61 Enterprise (MPAC) Fund 227,237.64 N/A N/A

62 Enterprise (Community Ed) Fund (37,814.25) N/A N/A

63 Enterprise (Shoprite) 11,661.25 N/A N/A

80/90 Trust and Agency Funds 232,096.93 N/A N/A

Total 7,348,256.93 2,869,687.04 7,002,898.03

4. That the Board ratify the transfers between the following bank
accounts, in the following amounts, effective July 29, 2021:

Debit from: Amount:
Custodian Account: $  190,958.70
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Credit to:
Agency Account: $    62,273.07
Payroll Account: $  128,685.63

Debit from: Amount:
Performing Arts Center: 3,325.37

Credit to:
Agency Account: $        902.91
Payroll Account: $     2,422.46

Debit from: Amount:
Custodian Account: $        22.46

Credit to:
Agency  Account: $        22.46

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $  14,157.68

Credit to:
Custodian Account: $  14,157.68

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $       366.69

Credit to:
Flexible Spending Account: $        366.69

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $ 254.39

Credit to:
Performing Arts Center $ 254.39

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $    12,328.32

Credit to:
Custodian Account $    12,328.32

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $         718.16
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Credit to:
Unemployment Account $         718.16

5. That the Board ratify the transfers between the following bank
accounts, in the following amounts, effective August 12, 2021:

Debit from: Amount:
Custodian Account: $  183,572.90

Credit to:
Agency Account: $    60,934.15
Payroll Account: $  122,638.75

Debit from: Amount:
Performing Arts Center: 3,235.16

Credit to:
Agency Account: $        882.79
Payroll Account: $     2,352.37

Debit from: Amount:
Custodian Account: $        22.46

Credit to:
Agency  Account: $        22.46

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $  13,592.72

Credit to:
Custodian Account: $  13,592.72

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $       247.49

Credit to:
Performing Arts Center: $        247.49

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $ 366.69

Credit to:
Flexible Spending Account $ 366.69

13



Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $    12,328.32

Credit to:
Custodian Account $    12,328.32

Debit from: Amount:
Agency Account: $         718.16

Credit to:
Unemployment Account $         718.16

6. That the Board approve the tuition contract with the Monmouth County
Vocational School District for the 2021-2022 school year.

7. That the Board ratify the attached tuition contract with the Hawkswood School
for the 2021-2022 school year for student M.G.

8. That the Board approve the attached tuition contract with the State of New
Jersey Department of Children and Families for the 2021-2022 school year.

9. That the Board approve the attached joint transportation agreement with the
Bordentown School District for the 2021-2022 school year.

10. That the Board approve the attached joint transportation agreement with the
Roosevelt School District for the 2021-2022 school year.

11. That the Board approve the attached joint transportation agreement with the
Plumsted Township School District for the 2021-2022 school year.

12. That the Board approve the attached joint transportation agreement with the
Upper Freehold Regional School District for the 2021-2022 school year.

13. That the Board approve the application of and accept the IDEA basic and IDEA
preschool American Rescue Plan 2021 for additional funding in the amounts of:

Basic: $44,713
Pre-school: $  3,818

14. That the Board approve the payment of Aid in Lieu in the amount of $277.50 to
student Emily Hamnett as her voucher was lost in the mail and she missed the
deadline to return it.
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15. That the Board approve the attached shared services agreement with the
Township of Manalapan to provide a Class Three Special Law Enforcement
Officer to the Millstone Township School District.

16. That the Board approve the attached consolidation agreement with the
Roosevelt Public School District for student breakfast and lunch for the
2021-2022 school year.

17. That the Board ratify the transfer form general fund to community education fund
to cover a deficit for the FY 2021 in the amount of $37,814.25.

18. That the Board approve the attached special education tuition contract with
Bayshore Jointure Commission for the 2021-2022 school year for student G.M.

19. That the Board ratify the attached tuition contract with CPC Behavioral
Healthcare, Inc. - High Point School for the 2021-2022 school year for student
R.S.

B. Action Items (Un-Budgeted)

The motion was seconded by Mr. Filis and approved by unanimous roll call vote of those
present.
Motion carried.

C. Old Business

D. New Business

Mr. Bonafide spoke of the operations committee meeting that evening in which the
committee was given updates on the buildings and summer projects. He thanked the district
staff for their hard work on getting the projects done.

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:59 p.m.

Mrs. Reese moved the following:

WHEREAS, Chapter 231, PL. 1975, also known as the Open Public Meetings Act,
authorizes a public body to meet in executive private session under certain limited
circumstances, and,

WHEREAS, said law requires the Board to adopt a resolution at a public meeting before it
can meet in such an executive or private session, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
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BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT:

A. That it does hereby determine that it is necessary to meet in executive session on
August 23, 2021, to discuss matters involving:

1. Legal

2.      Personnel

3.      Negotiations

B. That the matters discussed will be made public if and when confidentiality is no
longer required and action pursuant to said discussion would take place at a public
meeting.

At 8:47 p.m., Mr. Bonafide moved to adjourn Executive session.  The motion was seconded
by Mrs. Reese and approved by unanimous voice vote of those present.
Motion carried and the meeting was returned to public session.

XII. NOTEWORTHY DATES:

September 1, 2, 2021 In-Service for Staff
September 3, 2021 Schools Closed
September 6, 2021 Schools Closed - Labor Day
September 7, 2021 Schools Closed - Rosh Hashanah
September 8, 2021 First Day for Students
September 9, 2021 Back to School Night; Primary School
September 13, 2021 BOE Meeting
September 14, 2021 Back to School Night; Middle School
September 16, 2021 Schools Closed - Yom Kippur
September 23, 2021 Back to School Night; Elementary School
September 27, 2021 BOE Meeting
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT

At 8:48 p.m., Mrs. Munoz moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Filis
and approved by unanimous voice vote of those present.
Motion carried and the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Bernard Biesiada
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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